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Maria Sibylla Merian (by Zoe Guilonard)


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=30

  

  Prior to the feminist art movement of the 1970s, women artists were rarely discussed in the study of art history. Similarly, the tropical nation of Suriname also often winds up forgotten in discussions of the Caribbean. In the life of the exceptional German artist and naturalist Maria Sibylla Merian (1647-1717), these two marginalized topics converge in the magnificent story of a woman who defied odds to innovate and reach self-sufficiency in her own day.

  
    A Remarkable Woman
  

  When Maria Sibylla Merian travelled across the Atlantic in 1699 to arrive in Suriname, she was the first woman to do for scientific research. Her journey was highly atypical in that it was fully self-funded and she was accompanied by no men, only by her daughter Dorothea. Instead of seeking a fortune through sugar, she studied the unique creatures in Suriname’s tropical climate, collecting specimens to observe through their development. Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium, the culmination of her life’s work, was released in 1705 and featured illustrated plates of animals and associated plants (the pineapple, guava, and pawpaw were just as foreign at this time to Europeans as tropical insects). Self published by Merian, the book was organized not by species category but rather for aesthetics so as to take the viewer on an exciting and fascinating journey.1 Merian’s central interest was always the metamorphosis of insects between stages. During her youth, common belief held that insects generated spontaneously in mud. Merian worked to disprove this theory throughout her lifetime by documenting insects’ full life cycles, a key foundation for entomology.2 She also made early progress in what is now called the field of ecology by showing relationships between insects and their host plants.

  
    
      Into the Jungle
    

    
      Old New York was once New Amsterdam
 
      Why they changed it, I can’t say
 
      People just liked it better that way
    

  

  What The Four Lads neglected to include in their iconic 1953 song “Istanbul, Not Constantinople” was the key reason for the handover of the Dutch city of New Amsterdam to English rule. Under the 1667 Treaty of Breda, the Dutch ceded New Amsterdam to the English in exchange for control of the plantation colony of Suriname. Fertile soil and proximity to New World trading hubs made Suriname an attractive asset for the Dutch West India company. However, its colonists led a tenuous existence, threatened constantly by tropical disease and native attacks. Indeed, Maria Sibylla Merian intended to stay five years in the capital Paramaribo, but returned to Europe in her second year due to illness (likely malaria). Situated on the northern coast of South America, sugar consumed every aspect of colonial life. “People ridiculed me for seeking anything other than sugar,” Merian wrote of her reputation among the other Dutch colonists.3 Merian and her daughter devoted their time to making sketches and paintings after learning about local creatures from women in the native communities. Life in the jungle could be quite intense; for example, a colony of wasps made their home right on Merian’s desk, but she simply appreciated the opportunity to observe them as she worked.4 She preserved lizards, frogs, and snakes to sell back in Amsterdam.

  After her death, Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium was reprinted three times in four languages, bringing the fascinating natural world of Suriname to a wide audience and directly influencing later naturalist illustrators. These images were used to identify around one hundred new species. Many species, including butterflies, mantises, and plants, have been named in her honor.5

  
    1 Natalie Zemon Davis. Women on the Margins: Three Seventeenth-Century Lives. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press (1997): 180.
    

    2 Donna Spalding Andréolle and Véronique Molinari. Women and Science: 17th century to present: Pioneers, Activists and Protagonists. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars (2011): 36-41.
    

    3 Davis, Women on the Margins, 169-173. 
    

    4 J.B. Heppner. “Maria Sibylla Merian (1647-1717): A 375th Anniversary Tribute.” Lepidoptera Novae 15, no. 3–4 (n.d.): 95. 
    

    5 Andréolle, Women and Science, 38.
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Jamaican Maroons in the Eighteenth Century (by Aidan Ptak)


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=33
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    Figure 1. Map of Jamaica’s prominent colonial settlements. Kingston and Montego Bay were the prominent white settlements on the island, with all other marked locations being Maroon settlements.
    
      [1]
    
  

  Ever since the first enslaved Africans arrived in the Caribbean, many slaves would be able to escape to, and then survive within, remote areas that were inimical to European colonial projects for their rugged, mountainous terrain and dense foliage. The Spanish colonists would call them cimarrones, or wild animals. As the English and later British Empire established its own slave-based plantation colonies in the Caribbean and swiftly experienced this phenomenon itself, English colonists would adapt this term into the English maroon.

  While maroon communities exist across the Caribbean, the maroons of Jamaica are distinguished by their ability to achieve formal recognition of their autonomous status through force of arms through the 1739 Treaty of Peace and Friendship[2], a document that retains a deep meaning among the Jamaican Maroons today and forms the basis of modern claims of Maroon sovereignty in the Jamaican polity.[3] In doing this, the Maroons secured for themselves a place in the British Empire and the racial hierarchy of the colony of Jamaica distinct from that of slaves, and the Maroons would frequently defend this place through eager collaboration against those on Jamaica who were still enslaved.

  Jamaica’s maroons were not a political or cultural monolith. On the island, individual maroon societies were divided by the island’s geographical contours into “two large polities”[4] – eastern, Windward, and western, Leeward. According to Barbara Kopytoff, “this separation allowed the two societies to follow independent and somewhat different lines of development,”[5] with the Windward Maroons, “descendants of the ‘Spanish negroes’ and subsequent gangs of runaways”[6] settling into the structure of a looser confederation with no centralized leadership as their Leeward counterparts, “composed largely of the Akan- and Twi-speaking ‘Coromantee’ from the Gold Coast, lived in an autocratic, kinship-based polity in Ashanti style”[7] and would coalesce behind the leadership of a singular figure, most famously Cudjoe of the First Maroon War, who would become the conflict’s, and the resulting treaty’s, chief figure.

  Notably, the treaty of 1739 “acknowledged specified rights for Maroons, but did not grant sovereignty or independence to them.”[8] Jamaica’s maroons were not recognized as their own distinct polity, but as an autonomous collective that was inextricably bound to the British Empire. While the maroons were allowed to have their own leadership and enforce their own laws, the British were able to unilaterally resolve any succession disputes over that leadership as well as appoint colonial agents to oversee Maroon communities[9], and most notably, the Maroons were treaty-bound to capture and return any escaped slaves to British rule. This provision would be followed ruthlessly. “The Maroon expertise at catching and returning rebels and runaways made them soundly detested by their former allies. As R. C. Dallas put it in 1803, “by the generality of the slaves they were hated,”[10] and in turn, between the two Maroon Wars “Jamaican maroons had developed a self-identity separate from and antagonistic toward slaves” [11]

  The most infamous instance of this was Maroon involvement in the 1760 Tacky’s Revolt. It would be Maroons who would ultimately capture Tacky, kill him, and according to some sources, ritualistically devoured spiritually significant parts of his body. Ultimately, the Maroons were able to exercise their own autonomy, both in their justice and their culture, and “as the enslaved recognized, [displayed that] these British cannibals were clearly beyond the control of colonial authorities in ways that even ordinary white British subjects were not,”[12] but they did this through the ultimate act of collaboration with the Empire that they once fought. When a subset of Maroons would come to blows with the British again in the Second Maroon War, it was over the humiliation of having two of their own endure corporal punishment from an enslaved man, but even this attempt would be put down with the help of other Maroon communities who aided the British to safeguard the place that their Treaty had guaranteed for them.[13]

  While the anecdote of ritualistic cannibalism comes from reports outside of Maroon society and is dubious at best, it does speak to a very real trend of deep mysticism present in Maroon society at this time, broadly categorized under the term obeah.Obeah also encompassed a much broader function within Maroon and broader Afro-Caribbean society, serving “as an alternative system of medicine, spiritual sustenance, and justice among Afro-Caribbeans.”[14] According to Kopytoff, “among both Windward and Leeward maroons we find obeah men or women, magical practitioners in contact with special supernatural powers, serving as public oracles and counselors,”[15] and these obeah men or women often took prominent roles of leadership within Maroon communities, with Nanny, another prominent leader during the First Maroon War, becoming the namesake of her own town[16] As mentioned, obeah was not limited to Maroon communities – indeed, Tacky himself was considered to be an obeah practitioner[17], but “Maroons were acknowledged leaders in these [obeah] arts, and their magic was held to be more powerful than that of any other claimant.”[18]

  Ultimately, the Maroons were able to establish their unique identity as subjects of the British crown – however, in order to do this, Maroons would come to embrace the very racial hierarchies on Jamaica that their ancestors had escaped from and distance themselves from those who were still enslaved in Jamaica. This divide continues to the present day, where Maroons insist on their sovereignty from the wider Jamaican body politic on the basis of their colonial treaties with the British Empire.
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The British Attack on Havana(By Gus Nace)
anace


  
  

  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
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    Global War
  

  Over 150 years before the First World War, the European powers and their colonies would wage war across five continents during the 7 Years’ War. The Caribbean would not be spared from the fighting as intense naval warfare broke out, and rival European powers looked to capture and seize profit centers. The brutal British Siege and capture of Spanish Havana would serve as the prime achievement of British Caribbean forces in conflict.

  
    Havana’s Role in the Caribbean
  

  Havana was the Jewel of the Spanish Caribbean because of all the investment placed in it by the Spanish crown. It had the largest shipyard in the Americas, capable of producing ships that outclassed those made back in Europe.(Pg 70) It had two separate, fully functional fortresses guarding the entrance to its harbor with full garrisons manning the forts. All this investment would eventually turn it into not only a military center of power but an economic center as industries and trade networks popped up to support the growing city.

  
    Siege Goals and Strategies
  

  British strategy was derived from their experience in the War for Jenkins’ Ear, when they learned of the true threat to any long-term siege, disease. Troops shipped in from outside the Caribbean could have mortality rates as high as 85% to diseases such as yellow fever. (Pg 60,126) The British at the time only had two methods of combating this speed and overwhelming numbers. They solved this by bringing an astonishing 28,400 men on around 200 vessels through a shortcut the Spanish thought was impossible to cross with large warships. The Spanish were well aware of the devastating effect disease could have, making their strategy revolve around buying enough time for the Caribbean itself to break the British. Their defenders would be the garrison of Spanish soldiers, as well as the local militia of the Island, and the city would have already built natural immunities to Caribbean diseases.

  
    Forces
  

  -British Forces: Led by Sir George Pocock(Fleet) and Sir George Keppel(Land Forces)

  Approximately 16,000 Soldiers, 10,000 sailors, 2,400 enslaved Africans, for a total of 28,400 men, carried on 50 warships and 150 merchant ships with 2,292 cannons in tow.

  -Spanish Forces: Led by Governor Juan de Prado

  Approximately 1,500 Soldiers, 2,100 militiamen, 4,000 sailors, plus militias located in the region around Havana, for a total of over 10,000 men. Two separate fortresses that overlook both sides of the entrance to the harbor of Havana. Castillo del Morro on the Eastern side and Castillo de la Punta on the Western side.

  
    Siege
  

  Castillo del Morro was the signature defense of Havana, with its masterful construction and fierce garrison, but it had one critical weakness La Cabana Hill, which could be used as high ground to shell both the fortress and the city. Governor Prado attempted to secure the Cabana early into the conflict but failed, giving Britain the small advantage it needed to overcome the fortifications. Approaching the Morro even with artillery support was no easy feat, as British forces had to clear trees, build batteries, and set up sandbag fortifications. The British forced their enslaved Africans to do as much of this hard labor as possible because they did not trust them in combat. After several weeks of Bombardment and approaching the fortress, the British leadership decided the only way to take the fortress would be by mining into the limestone underneath and blowing it up from below. On July 30th British forces blew the mine, creating a breach in the walls that allowed them to storm and seize the fortress. With the Morro secured, Britain had managed to establish two locations from which it could bombard the city.

  
    Taking of the City
  

  After the capture of the Morro, the British strategy revolved around bombing the city of Havana as much as they could to force a surrender. After 12 days of this onslaught, Governor Juan de Prade submitted his surrender, citing “considerations of humanity” as his reasoning. He would manage to secure favorable terms for the population of the city, including protection of property and religion, as well as the continuation of the city council and legal system. The military commanders leading the city’s defense and militias felt this was a betrayal meant to protect the wealthy’s riches in the city, and if given more time, the British would yield. (158) This feeling of betrayal would be compounded by the fact that instead of burning a third of the Spanish navy in the harbor, he allowed the British to take the ships intact, turning this primarily land victory into a bigger gain than the British navy could dream of. Britain also seized the 1.8 million pesos stored within the royal treasury and distributed it among the British forces.

  
    Results
  

  The time period

   

   

  
    -7 Years War
  

  
    	Global Conflict

    	Caribbean intense naval conflict

    	Main objective in Caribbean was the capture of hostile profit centers like Havana

  

  
    -Role Havana had in Caribbean
  

  
    	Spanish Jewel in the Caribbean

    	Plantation economy as well as major port for trade and ships

    	Royal Bourbon Monopoly Headquarters which buys all tobacco grown in Cuba

    	Monopoly greatly slows down investment in production and increases smuggling of tobacco due to restrictive nature

    	Undermines Spanish Colonial loyalty

  

  (Insert Picture highlighting where Havana is in the Caribbean(Map from time period would be ideal))

  
    -Forces
  

  (FACT CHECK WITH BOOK AND GET PAGE NUMBERS)

  
    	50 Warships, 150 Merchant Ships

    	2,292 Cannons

    	Commanders (Sir George Pocock, Fleet) (Sir George Keppel, Troops)

    	14,000 Sailors and Marines.

    	12,826 Regular Troops

  

  
    -Spanish defenses
  

  
    	

  

  
    -Reinforcements
  

  
    	Reinforcements would have to cross through Cuba to get to Havana to support spanish

    	This was a very hard and long term trip

  

  (Propaganda-looking photo for British Navy maybe?)

  
    Siege
  

  
    -Strategy/ goals for both sides
  

  
    -British Approach and Port Blockage
  

  
    -Siege of El Morro
  

  
    	La Cabana Hill

    	Bombardment of El Morro and effects

    	Diseases

    	Taking of the Fort and position over the city

  

  (Insert photo of Bombardment with big explosions)

  
    Capture of the Town
  

  
    -Rejecting Surrender
  

  
    -Bombardment
  

  
    -Surrender
  

  (Could do a surrender picture if available or just another British propaganda thing)

  
    After Effects
  

  
    -Economic Freedom
  

  
    -Capital flows in
  

  
    -More Slaves Shipped in
  

  (Photo of plantation industry maybe?)

  
    Misc(Stuff to add to sections)
  

  -Wavering loyalty of Spanish subjects

  -Maybe Mention it returning to Spanish Control after the war.

   

   

  




  
  





Jewish Colonists in 18th Century Jamaica (Edward Hauck)


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=36

  

  Eighteenth-century Jamaica was mainly Christian, specifically Anglican, reflecting its conquest by English colonists who had displaced the Roman Catholic Spanish. Despite the dominance of Christianity, other religions also existed within its borders. One such religion was Judaism, whose followers fled the Spanish Inquisition to the Caribbean; some may have even arrived in Jamaica, converting to Christianity and becoming known as conversos. Although small in number, by 1700 they had become an important part of the region’s identity. In Jamaica, as in other parts of the Caribbean, Jewish colonists spent the eighteenth century struggling to build lives for themselves that were not possible elsewhere amidst widespread antisemitism.

  Jews had lived across the Caribbean since the early years of European colonization, escaping religious persecution and seeking religious freedom. By the third or fourth generation, Jewish colonists had achieved these goals and established themselves throughout the Caribbean, especially in Jamaica; for instance, before the 1692 tsunami and earthquake that destroyed the city, Jews in Port Royal were the most successful merchants in the colony. Their family ties positioned them at the heart of thriving trade networks that reached as far as India and as close as Barbados. These connections made Jewish merchants a class with significant economic influence throughout the eighteenth century.[1]

  Antisemitism followed Jewish colonists to the Americas, as their fellow colonists sought to limit this minority group’s influence. After the 1692 destruction of Port Royal, the colonial government introduced a relief fund tax that specifically targeted the colony’s Jewish population, marking an early step toward formalizing antisemitism. Frustrated by repeated appeals to Parliament in London by Jewish colonists demanding equality, in 1711, lawmakers prohibited Jews from practicing law or holding public office, aiming to suppress challenges to colonial authority. By the time the First Maroon War broke out in 1728, the antisemitism that had been growing privately for decades worsened when it was discovered that a Jewish merchant from Kingston had been supplying gunpowder to the Maroons for years.[2]

  Meanwhile, perhaps in response to the rise in antisemitism, there was an increase in more formal representations of the Jewish community through larger, more enduring synagogues that started appearing across Jamaica. In 1704, Neve Shalom was built in Spanish Town, and nearly thirty years after its destruction, the Jews of Port Royal built a new synagogue in 1719, reaffirming their presence in the community. The passage of the 1740 Naturalization Act, which extended naturalization to colonists after seven years, significantly impacted the Jewish community throughout the English Caribbean, leading them to build new synagogues. The start of the Seven Years’ War in 1754 stopped such construction, although the Jewish community in St. Jago de la Vega renovated theirs early in the 1760s.[3]

  The war triggered another rise in antisemitism in the colony. Similar to their roles on different war fronts, Jamaican Jews provided the British with military supplies, yet colonial authorities still regarded them with suspicion, viewing them as a greater threat than the nearby French fleet. These hostile attitudes towards Jews worsened after Tacky’s Revolt, a slave uprising in which Jews fought as militiamen. Despite this service, colonial authorities kept targeting Jews for their alleged unity with the enslaved. These accusations kept Jews out of the colony’s expanding racial hierarchy.[4]

  This exemption became a challenge for Jamaica’s Jews in the final decades of the 18th century, especially given the numerous calamities affecting the British Empire during those years. The American and Haitian Revolutions disrupted their intercolonial and international trade networks and again made them targets of suspicious colonial authorities. Alongside the American Revolution, several hurricanes struck Jamaica, further disrupting trade and destroying multiple areas across the island. In October 1780, four Jews were killed among 300 others in Montego Bay; a hurricane in May 1782 that devastated Savanna-la-Mar also killed wealthy plantation owner Abraham Lopes Parra and others. These events led to a significant decline in Jamaica’s Jewish population. For example, between 1769 and 1795, the Jewish populations of Kingston and St. Jago de la Vega declined by as much as fifteen percent, with many relocating to points across North America.[5]

  The Jewish residents in Jamaica faced another challenge in the late 18th century. The Second Maroon War, which broke out in 1795, heightened fears of rebellion during the Haitian Revolution. Many Jamaican Jews, many of whom had French roots, were again suspected of treason against the Empire. In 1779, accusations of treason and trials of Jamaican Jews occurred because of their family ties to France. This paranoia reemerged and was even justified by the 1799 arrest of Isaac Yeshurun Sasportas, a Haitian agent attempting to incite revolution among the Maroons; his execution by hanging in December of that year marked the end of a century of hardship and resistance for Jamaica’s Jewish community.

  For the Jews of colonial Jamaica, the eighteenth century was a century of struggle and hardship. The loss of Port Royal in 1692 led to a rise in antisemitism, which was further compounded by the series of wars and revolutions which colonial authorities quickly associated with their island’s Jewish population. Despite this discrimination, the Jews of eighteenth century Jamaica managed to triumph in several ways. They built new synagogues across the island,  achieved citizenship, and restored and even expanded their influence upon Caribbean, American, and global trade throughout the century. Despite the pair of hurricanes in the 1780s which greatly reduced the island’s Jewish population, those who remained thrived in the nineteenth century, eventually achieving full political rights and further expanding their influence on the trade networks established by their ancestors. Ultimately, the trials and successes of eighteenth century Jews set a course for greater victories for their descendants, creating a legacy which still endures today.
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    Figure 1: Map of Puerto Rico from the early 16th Century by Karen. F. Anderson-Córdova

  

   

  On November 19, 1493, Christopher Columbus discovered Puerto Rico (naming it San Juan Bautista) during his 2nd voyage after a group of Taíno women and children guided Columbus to the island where he remained for two days.[1] However, it wasn’t until 1505 when the Spanish first settled the island. Vicente Yáñez Pinzón, captain of San Juan Bautista, sent a few conquistadores to the island with cattle, goats, and sheep.[2] On August 12, 1508, Juan Ponce de León discovered San Juan Bay and gave the area the name Puerto Rico. Thus, de León became the first governor of the island and with 42 men started the main colonization of the island when he created the settlement of Caparra.[3]

  Puerto Rico’s early economy largely focused on mining gold, which largely depended on the encomienda system. In this system the conquistadores would provide benefits to the indigenous people who would provide labor in exchange. However, disease devastated the Taíno/Carib population and there was a labor shortage. In 1510, the first black slaves were brought to the island to help fill the labor shortage.[4] The importation of slaves also gave rise to the Hato economy in Puerto Rico. Early Spanish colonizers (hateros) were given land by the Spanish Crown as a gift where they raised cattle on large open-range ranches, other livestock, foodstuffs, and crops like tobacco. Hateros often claimed land beyond what they were granted-this led to conflict among settlers.[5]

  In 1510, Taíno Chief Urayoán tested the belief the Spanish were immortal when he ordered his men to drown a Spanish man named Diego Salcedo, which they succeeded in doing. In 1511, a Taíno uprising erupted, marking the start of widespread resistance to the Spanish. The uprising lasted until 1513 and around 200 Spanish settlers were killed in the rebellion.[6]

  In 1521, the main settlement of Caparra moved to present-day San Juan. Then, in 1523, sugar was first planted when Tomás de Castellón established an ingenio (sugar mill) where 100 Africans provided the labor.[7] In the same year, the Casa de Contratación and Council of the Indies restricted commercial traffic from the West Indies to Seville and Cádiz; this also meant colonies had to buy European goods at fixed prices.[8] Altogether, the trade ability for the settlers of Puerto Rico was limited and the economy of Puerto Rico suffered as a result. Furthermore, in 1525, the flotilla commenced. The flotilla was a fleet of Spanish ships that travelled together to dissuade pirate/privateer attacks to protect Spanish goods and wealth. The flotilla set out twice a year, this seriously harmed Puerto Rico as it led to shortages in necessary materials.[9] These factors aided in the expansion of illegal trade with pirates as the inhabitants of Puerto Rico could get access to goods and trade with the pirates. In 1528, Puerto Rico suffered its first pirate invasion when 60 French corsairs invaded and plundered San Germán. Defense became an important focus of the island from this point onwards.[10]

  In the 1530s, many people left the island for other parts of New Spain due to news of mineral riches being made elsewhere. Hence, the mining sector of the economy significantly declined.[11] In April 1539, construction began on El Morro, a fort in San Juan.[12]

  In 1543, the Council of the Indies ordered the emancipation of the Amerindians on the island.[13] However, sugar cultivation expanded in the 1550s and by 1556, 10 new ingenios were built.[14] Additionally, from 1550 to 1600, cattle was the most profitable item in the Puerto Rican economy for most people as sugar also provided an income for a minority of the island. It was also at this time that the number of ships that visited the island declined.[15]

  In 1564, the appointment of Francisco de Bahamonde as governor of the island began an era where military governors ran the island. These figures also largely focused on the defenses of the island. It also led to the militarization of the political system.[16]

  In 1582, situado began. The situado was a subsidy from Mexico that paid for the garrison in San Juan and helped fund infrastructure. The government of Puerto Rico relied heavily on the situado to pay for defenses, troops, and other things necessary to facilitate everyday life on the island.[17] However, the situado often came late and the island suffered.

  In November 1595, Sir Francis Drake attacked San Juan with a flotilla after hearing a damaged galleon with gold and other treasure took refuge on Puerto Rico. However, Drake couldn’t defeat the defenses of El Morro and failed to enter the port. On November 24, Drake left the island.[18] In June 1598, Sir George Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, attacked the island. Clifford gained a Spanish surrender of El Morro and looted 150 tons of sugar, but had to withdraw at the end of August due to topical heat and disease severely affecting his troops.[19]

  Puerto Rico wasn’t heavily settled until 1508 despite being discovered in 1493. In a region that had the possibility to gain wealth, Puerto Rico seemed promising at first. In the early days of settlement, the Spanish settlers focused on mining the island for precious materials whereas other Spanish settlers focused on agriculture. The inhabitants of the island turned to exploiting the Taíno/Carib population to gain wealth. However, in 1510, the Taíno/Carib peoples rebelled unsuccessfully against the Spanish. Slaves also helped fuel the ingenios and hatos on the island. By the 1530s, the mining industry had declined and agriculture prevailed on the island. However, by the 1550s, the flotilla meant less key resources were available to sustain the island and the number of ships stopping at Puerto Rico declined as it was deemed a small colony that didn’t have much value with agriculture dominating the island. Hence, many resorted to trading with pirates for key resources. Trouble further arose in the 1580s and 1590s. The situado made conditions worse as situado often arrived late and meant a lack of funds for the inhabitants of the island. Then, in the 1590s, invasion threatened the island. Hence, Puerto Rico was a struggling and vulnerable island by 1600.
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  To maintain and protect its colonial holdings in the Caribbean and the trade that sustained the colonies and the crown, Spain utilized a system of protected fleets that sailed between major colonial ports and Spain on a scheduled basis. While the fleet system was limited in its ability to protect all ships sailing between Spain and its colonies, the fleet system formed the backbone of Spain’s empire in the Caribbean from the early 16th century to the middle of the 17th century.

  The Spanish fleet system developed incrementally from 1521 to 1566. It first originated from the conquest of the Aztec Empire. After conquering the Aztec Empire and its vast gold supplies in 1521, Hernan Cortes sent ships carrying gold across the Atlantic back to Spain.[1] This gold enriched conquistadors and the Spanish crown but also drew the attention and envy of Spain’s enemies. While at war with Spain in 1522, the French king, Francis I, backed corsairs to attack Spanish treasure ships on their return to Spain.[2] In response to this attack, the Spanish crown stationed a fleet in the eastern Atlantic to protect Spanish ships returning from the Caribbean and required merchant ships to carry artillery to better defend against the growing number of privateer attacks. Spanish officials expanded on this in 1526 by requiring that all ships returning to Spain from the Caribbean to sail in convoys.[3]

  As French privateering expanded into the Caribbean, Spanish officials instituted additional measures that formed an organized and regulated system of convoys. In 1537, Spanish officials sent a fleet of royal warships to the Caribbean to escort convoys until their reached the wider Atlantic. Through this action, the escort of convoys expanded beyond the eastern Atlantic into the Caribbean. In 1543, Spanish officials required all ships sailing between Spain and the Caribbean to sail as part of one of two fleets organized for sailing to the Caribbean on an semiannual basis.[4] This requirement, however, had exceptions. Ships carrying enslaved Africans could continue to travel individually.[5] From 1564 through 1566, the Casa de Contratacion, based on the design of Pedro Menendez de Aviles, formally organized the fleet system. The regulations consisted of the construction of fortifications in major Caribbean ports, the stationing of naval patrols in the Caribbean and the Atlantic, and adjustments to the routes and schedules of the fleets.[6] Initially, the Casa de Contatacion sent out two fleets in a year from Seville with one departing in January and another in August. Once, a fleet reached Dominica, it split into two separate fleets with one heading for Veracruz and another for Cartagena. The new regulations established the departure of separate fleets for Veracruz and Cartagena.[7] This arrangement of the fleet remained in place into the 18th century.[8]

  The Spanish fleet system from 1564 onwards consisted of two fleets, the New Spain Fleet and the Tierra Firme Fleet. The New Spain Fleet departed Seville in April for Veracruz. The Tierra Firme Fleet departed Seville in September for Cartagena.[9] On their return journeys to Spain, the fleets stopped in Havana to procure supplies and make repairs to ships before traversing into the Atlantic. The New Spain fleet departed Havana around March and April, and the Tierra Firme fleet departed Havana around September and October.[10] The size of the fleets differed over the course of the 16th and 17th centuries with fluctuations in trade and the outbreak of conflict. During the late 16th century, a fleet consisted of around 60 overall ships. Two warships typically accompanied the New Spain Fleet, and six warships accompanied the Tierra Firme Fleet.[11]

  The armed warships that accompanied the fleet were galleons. The galleon developed in response to the inadequacy of existing ship designs in the early 16th century in handling the rough conditions of the Atlantic and escorting convoys. The leading figure in designing the galleon was Alvaro De Bazan. De Bazan began constructing galleons in the 1540s and in 1550, the Spanish crown signed a contract with De Bazan for the construction of galleons for use in the fleets.[12] The design of the galleon suited the purposes of the fleets, capable of holding 500 to 600 tons of cargo and were difficult for privateers to attack and board.[13]

  The Spanish fleet faced several challenges in its ability to successfully transport trade cargo between Spain and the Caribbean. First, the fleets struggled against the environment of the Caribbean. Despite the design of the routes and schedules of the fleets to avoid the hurricane season, the fleets still lost ships and cargo to hurricanes over its history due to delays in departure and the unpredictable nature of the Caribbean.[14] The fleet also faced attacks and disruptions from constant conflicts between the European colonial powers. Conflicts forced the Spanish to either delay the departure of the fleets or the rely on alternative vessels to transport goods with the Caribbean.[15] The most significant attack that the Spanish fleet faced was the Battle of Matanzas Bay in 1628.[16] The fleet also struggled with the problem of private profiting from the fleets. Private ship construction contractors prioritized profits over durable ship construction, and shippers engaged in fraud, smuggling, and tax avoidance.[17]

  The Spanish fleet system entered a period of decline after 1620, and its decline accelerated after 1650. The Casa de Contratacion was no longer able to organize annual fleets to Veracruz or Cartagena due to the decline in gold and silver mining in Mexico and Peru, the high costs of Spanish ship construction, and the emergence of English, French, and Dutch colonies in the Caribbean that diverted trade away from Spain.[18] However, the fleet system survived well into the 18th century.

  The Spanish fleet system developed gradually over the first half of the 16th century in response to privateering. The fleet system had specific schedules and routes for its two organized fleets and relied on galleons to protect merchant ships from attacks. However, the fleet system was not perfect. It faced challenges from hurricanes, conflicts, and private interests. The development of the Spanish fleet system, its design, and its challenges demonstrate the complexities the Spanish faced in maintaining a trans-Atlantic empire in the Caribbean.
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  During the golden age of the Spanish Colonial Empire, the Spanish transported large amounts of goods, bullion, slaves and soldiers in, out and around their New World colonies. They did this via their trade systems throughout the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Early on in the lifespan of the empire – sieges, raids and attacks by rival European powers and pirates were common.[1]  These ships and port cities would need a strong line of defense against these threats, not only to protect their goods and trade routes but their city and colonial subjects as well. This is where the colonial fort system came to be. Major forts began to be constructed throughout the Caribbean in places like Puerto Rico, Cuba, Panama and Colombia.[2]  Outside of the Caribbean, similar forts were built in places such as Veracruz, Mexico and St. Augustine, Florida – as all of these places played a crucial role in the protection of Spanish goods and property. One such fort that was constructed, and still exists today as it is extremely well maintained, is Castillo de San Marcos in St Augustine, Florida.

  Castillo de San Marcos in St. Augustine is the oldest standing fort in the United States. Its origins date back to October 2nd, 1672 when Florida governor Manuel Cendoya broke the ground for its construction. For many years, only wooden forts guarded the town of St. Augustine. These forts were old, dilapidated and falling apart with wood so rotted that it could not hold the weight of a cannon. St. Augustine did not have the capital to build a new stone fort, as they barely had money to trade and the town was considered destitute, diseased and starving. This lack of defense came to be problematic when in May 1668, a pirate ship masquerading as a Spanish relief convoy infiltrated St. Augustine and sacked the town under the cover of night and killed 60 people. This attack finally prompted ships from New Spain and Havana to deliver the aid that the town desperately needed and convinced the Spanish that stronger defenses were needed to defend themselves. By 1671, Governor Cendoya was appointed to lead the colony. Him and engineer Ignacio Daza immediately made plans to construct a new fort, with construction beginning in 1672. [3] Over the course of 23 years, the fort was steadily constructed, but faced financial setbacks, lack of political support, pirates, disease and starvation of its laborers. By 1695, the fort was finally complete. A monumental Spanish achievement of defense in the New World. One that would prove to stand the test of time and attack.[4]

  Castillo de San Marcos is made of a rare limestone-type material found only on the Atlantic coast of Florida. Coquina, as it’s called, is the result of thousands of years of coquina clam shells piling on-top of one another and upon exposure to carbon dioxide, dirt and vegetation, the carbonic acid would dissolve and essentially glue the shells together and form a durable but porous limestone. This material due to its porous nature would absorb the shock from an impact such as a cannonball. This would essentially leave  the limestone unharmed, as other building materials like brick or concrete would shatter on impact. This unknown material became the best defense in the Florida colony, and the Spanish had access to it in abundance. The fort is contemporary for its time, with walls made of coquina up to 30-feet high and 12-19 feet thick depending on which side is facing the ocean.[5]

  This new fort was to be the first line of defense of the colony, protecting not only the town and its residents but ships passing in and out of the New World. Trade through and from St. Augustine was critical to the survival of the colony, and Castillo de San Marcos played a crucial role.[6] Prior to the fort’s construction, from 1578-1610, St. Augustine imported almost 900,000 reales worth of goods through the intercolonial trade system to help sustain itself. This number alone demonstrates the sheer amount of wealth and goods passing through the small colony by the sea. In return, especially after construction of the Castillo, St. Augustine provided protection from ships sailing to Spain or the Caribbean. British privateers and pirates were common throughout the Caribbean and off the coast of North America and St. Augustine was a brief place of protection from ships being attacked and raided. Being that St. Augustine’s closest trade partner and ally was Havana, Cuba, their economies were tied heavily and Havana supplied St. Augustine with goods, soldiers and labor.

  Castillo de San Marcos would endure two major sieges during its time under Spanish control prior to British occupation in 1763. The Sieges of 1702 and 1740 both saw the British Empire laying fire upon the massive coquina monument, and neither time the fort gave way to its British invaders.[7] One British officer even recalled how the fort suffered little damage after the month-long siege in 1740 (see timeline for more information on both sieges).[8]

  Castillo de San Marcos was the first line of defense for the colony of St. Augustine, with a unique architectural material and has the distinct honor of being the oldest fort in the United States. The Castillo still stands tall and proud today as an important cultural and historical landmark and it is managed and maintained by the National Park Service.
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Havana and the Spanish Fleet by Rachel Walker


  
  Havana’s natural location on the island of Cuba provides the city with an advantage as it sits at the mouth of the Golf of Mexico. Havana is the doorway to the Caribbean, making it a popular stop for transatlantic ships returning to Spain. Due to the regular stops made by the Spanish fleet, Havana’s economy and social structure developed with the fleet in mind. What was once a frontier became a stratified urban society with a service economy.

  Historians use the term “vecino” to describe individuals that represented their households in Havana, Cuba. Vecinos could be men or women of any race, except vecinos could not be enslaved. It is important to define this term because I will use the changing number of vecinos living in Havana to measure the cities growth. Secondly, it is important to understand the racial and sexual implications of the term “vecino.” Since men and women of all races could be counted as vecinos, we must account the racial diversity and stratification of 16th century Havana.

  The Spanish fleet was organized in the 1560s and Havana became a regular stop by 1570. The city of Havana was much different before the influence of the fleet. In 1553, there was a reported thirty permanent vecinos living in Havana. By 1570, this increased to sixty permanent vecinos. With the increase of Spanish presence in Havana, came a diversified population. White Spaniards would come to the island with their enslaved Africans and they all would intertwine with the indigenous population socially and economically. Havana’s economy became totally dependent on the fleet and the influx of consumers that would visit the city on the way back to Spain.

  Havana’s transformation during the 16th century illustrates how geography, colonial policy, and social diversity reshaped a frontier city to an essential Atlantic port city. The city’s strategic position in the Gulf of Mexico ensured the Spanish fleet would rely on Havana as a stopping point on their way back home. This steady maritime traffic fostered an economy organized around service work, fundamentally altering the community’s culture.
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    De la Fuente, Havana and the Atlantic in the Sixteenth Century, 165.
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The Early Danish settlement of the Virgin Islands in the Caribbean
aloeser


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=70

  

  Despite the fact that Denmark was small in size and there was already the presence of different major colonial powers such as England, France, and Spain, the Danes were able to establish a foothold in the Caribbean that would become central to their overseas empire. While Denmark’s European rivals controlled many territories, the Danish West Indies, St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix were a vital part of the Atlantic economy. The Danish colonization in the Caribbean was not solely focused on territorial expansion but more about securing profitable trade routes and plantation economies. Enslaved Africans were the foundation of the Danish colonial system. Starting with the earliest settlement in 1672, the Virgin Islands were shaped by resistance, exploitation, and the global currents of empire.

  At the forefront of Danish conversation was the Danish West Indian company, which was chartered in 1671 by King Christian V, and much like its Dutch counterpart, the company was granted monopoly rights to establish settlements, manage commerce, and import enslaved Africans. The company’s directors prioritize sugar production as the most profitable venture, but to protect the company’s interests, they also needed a colonial capital with a defensible harbor. St. Thomas was lightly settled and strategically located, which offered the perfect site for the company. In March 1672, the company established its first permanent colony there, constructing fortifications and laying out plantations. From the very start, enslaved Africans were imported to the colony to help sustain it, and by the late 17th century, St. Thomas had become both a plantation island and also a hub for the transatlantic slave trade.

  Expansion of this colony soon followed, as in 1718, Denmark colonized St. John, whose fertile land was quickly divided into plantations. This settlement was marked by the harsh labor regimes and a drastic demographic imbalance as the enslaved Africans vastly outnumbered the Europeans. The planters relied heavily on violence and surveillance in order to be able to maintain control, but resistance was a constant occurrence. In November 1733, the enslaved Africans launched a massive rebellion, which ended in them seizing much of the island and taking hold of it for months. This uprising was one of the earliest and most significant that occurred in the Caribbean, and the brutality of Danish rule and the resilience of enslaved communities. Planter anxiety was shaped by such acts of deviance, and forced colonial authorities to have to strengthen military presence and create strict slave laws. That same year, Denmark purchased St. Croix from France, adding a third island to its Caribbean colonies. St. Croix had fertile soil and was larger in size, which made it ideal for extensive sugar plantations, quickly making it the crown jewel of the Danish West Indies. The island’s economy was deeply rooted in global markets, exporting sugar, rum, and cotton while also importing enslaved Africans in large numbers. By the mid-18th century, St. Croix optimized the structure of slave society, as they were rigid racial divisions, brutal labor regimens, and constant resistance. Every aspect of colonial life in the Danish West Indies, from law to daily routine routines was organized around slave slavery.

  While initially governed by the Danish West Indian company, as the islands expanded, the colonial administration was also involved as the islands became under direct crown control in 1759. This transition in administration reflected the growing importance that the colonies had to Denmark’s economy and also the need for a stronger oversight of the islands. The Crown officials focused on maintaining planter dominance and suppressing resistance while also continuing to expand the production of sugar. The slave codes codified racial inequality, restricting the movement, rights, and cultural practices of the enslaved Africans on the island.
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Overlooked Revolutionaries: Women in the Haitian Revolution
darmstrong


  
  The Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) is documented as one of the most successful rebellions of enslaved people, remaining a foundation for continued Black resistance and liberation. Though, what is often left out of the conversation is the significant roles the women played in the everyday resistance to enslavement and colonialism in Saint-Domingue (present-day Haiti/Ayiti) and throughout the Haitian Revolution.

  There is extensive information on extremely important male revolutionaries such as Toussaint L’ouverture, Jean-Jacques Dessalines, and Dutty Boukman but very little on women like Abdaraya Toya known “Victoria Montou,” “Suzanne Bélair” known as Sanité Bélair, Marie Sainte Dédée Bazile, Marie-Louise Coidavid, Catherine Flon, Cécile Fatiman, Marie-Claire Heureuse Félicité, Marie-Jeanne Lamartinière, Suzanne Simone Baptiste L’ouverture, along with countless other women whose names and stories we unfortunately have yet to learn. 1 
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Harbor And Shipyards of Havana (Ben Hoffman)


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=75

  

  At the time of the Spanish Empire in the New World, the most significant settlement in the Caribbean was Havana, Cuba. It served as an important stop on the long sea route between their territory on the continent and Spain itself; an essential staging ground for the treasure fleets to carry gold and silver to the king’s coffers. Havana was of such high value that the Spaniards built it up as the most fortified location in the entirety of their American territories, with a permanent defensive garrison. The city’s 1762 capture by the British was a major factor in the surrender of the Spanish-French alliance in the Seven Years’ War, and the peace treaty’s return of Havana to Spain was a very controversial move among the British.

  But Havana was not valuable simply because it happened to make a convenient rest stop for the shipping lanes. It was also host to the most important shipyard in the Spanish Empire. It was identified as the optimal location for such during the 1560s, after the Spaniards adopted a formal system for the naval convoys traveling between their colonies and Spain.

  A fundamental fact one must understand with regards to naval history is that not every settlement with a harbor is created equal. It’s much the same as real estate: “Location, location, location!” Available surface area, depth of the water, and natural or man-made features protecting from adverse weather all factor into both the number and type of vessels a harbor can host. Havana has a good combination of these traits, on top of being in a useful position relative to the rest of the Spanish territories in the New World.

  This led to investment into local infrastructure and fortifications by the Spanish government, as well as natural stimulation of the local economy through the sheer amount of traffic coming through: nearly all Spanish ships traveling from the Caribbean to the mother country’s main port of Seville passed through Havana. The local populace understood their opportunity and put in a great deal of work to make sure their town would be able to profit as much as possible from their lucky place in the scheme of Spanish colonialism. This included gaining the ability to service and repair vessels that came into their bay, which involved developing skills and infrastructure. These would eventually lend themselves to the formation of local shipyards, causing Havana to become a source of ships as well as a support to them. Additionally, a huge amount of foodstuffs and other provisions were brought to the city from other Cuban settlements, as Havana alone could not possibly feed both itself and the fleets. In 1572, the University of Seafarers of Seville recommended enlarging the local population of slaves on the basis of improving the ability to produce food for ships. (de la Fuente, p.53)

  The strategic importance of Havana had become common knowledge among Atlantic Europe by the end of the 16th century. (de la Fuente, p.67) In fact, a 1590 letter asserts that Havana was the “best harbor and the surest in the world”. A secondhand Dutch account from 1598 describes Havana as, “the chiefest town of merchandise and where all their ships are made”. (de la Fuentes, p.68-69) This was written more than a century before the actual Royal Shipyards of Havana were constructed beginning in 1717. As such, Havana also became a ripe target for attack by enemies of the Spanish crown, whether they were rival European powers, independent pirates, or privateers (not that the Spanish cared about the difference between the latter two). As such, projects to strengthen the defenses of Havana were ordered early and often, until by the beginning of the 17th century it became the most fortified place in the New World.
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Mines and Power in Colonial Cuba (Alma Alhamed)


  
  Intro:

  In 1511, Spanish conquistadors entered Cuba, and in their very first steps, they went in search of gold and silver, creating mining colonies under the patronage of Diego Velázquez. In the initial extraction, the island was firmly attached to Spain, where valuable metals were transported to Seville and Cádiz. But the Cuban mineral boom did not last long, as the silver industries of Mexico and Peru did. The deep deposits were also washed out within several decades, and the island needed to redefine its mission in the Spanish Empire (Rao, 2023). The shift of priorities of Spanish colonialism is demonstrated by the fact that by the eighteenth century, Cuba was transformed from a backwater mining frontier to a vital commercial and military hub.

  
    1511:Early Gold Rush and Rapid Depletion
  

  Cuba was characterized by gold mining in its initial colonial years (Costafreda et al., 2024). Velasco established mining towns such as Santiago de Cuba and Bayamo, where the encomienda system was applied to force the native Taiino population into labor. Placer mining was very strenuous and demanded few technologies because gold was found in alluvial deposits. Production increased rapidly, only to fall also rapidly. By the 1530s, the surface resources were depleted, the native population had been severely diminished, and a great many Spaniards had relocated to mining regions in Mexico and Peru, which were now more profitable. Cuba was not a long-term silver producer like Zacatecas, and its mineral resources were not long-term; the island had to restore its economic niche.

  
     1540s–1700s Economic Reorientation and Strategic Importance
  

  According to de la Fuent, as early as 1530-1540, most of the indigenous population and pre-existing gold deposits of Cuba were already exhausted, which is why most of the Spanish settlers left the southern colonies in favor of other more lucrative possibilities. Mineral wealth did not lead to the revival of the island, but its geography: its deep, sheltered bay of Havana afforded a perfect harbor, and which the crown and the imperial fleets turned into a great port (de la Fuente et al., 2008). This inherent geographical advantage enabled Havana to become the nexus of maritime commerce, ship repair, and fleet logistics, making Cuba cease to be an outpost of marginal mining and becoming a key station in the Atlantic imperial system of Spain. In the next decades, Havana was heavily fortified, shipyards and even commercial infrastructure were developed, and a wide range of Spaniards, Africans, and migrants contributed to the development of a thriving maritime economy, which preconditioned the further change in the economy.
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    Spanish treasure fleet routes, 16th–18th centuries: History of the Spanish plate fleets. Source: Florida History in 3D. (n.d.). https://floridahistoryin3d.com/history.html

  

  
    from 1762–1763:British Occupation and Economic Transformation 
  

  Havana had become a principal objective during the Seven Years war on the basis of strategic and economic bases that had been built in the previous centuries that led to a brief British occupation (1762 – 1763). The British opened the port to external trade and increased the slave trade within less than a year and this led to introducing more slave labor than Spain had ever done, which preconditioned massive sugar plantations. The occupation highlighted the potential of the island beyond its primitive mining economy by building upon the structural benefits of Havana discussed by de la Fuentes such as its fortified harbor, shipyards and central importance in the Atlantic fleet system. When Spain recaptured power in 1763, the rulers introduced administrative changes and opened up trade to take advantage of Havana as an excellent maritime trade centre. It is a turning point in history as Cuba became a great plantation and commercial center incorporated into the world trade, maintaining its military and even strategic importance.

  
    The Silver Peso Standard and Global Commerce 1770s–1790s
  

  In the late eighteenth century, Cuba ceased to manufacture precious metals, but it was still critical to the world circulation of silver. The Spanish silver peso was recognized as the universal unit of international trade, which was popular in Europe, the Americas, the Middle East, and Asia. Ports in Cuba were important in this system. Mexican silver was brought into Havana, where the North American traders traded it for flour, lumber, and factory products and sent it to China, where the peso was highly valued due to its constancy of weight and fineness (Viera, 2014). The number of pesos sent to Canton between 1785 and 1833, through the American vessels, was above 157 million, of which a good part was in Cuban ports (Alejandra Irigoin, 2009). By the 1790s, Spanish American mints were issuing about 38 million pesos each year, 24 million of which were from Mexico alone, to sustain an ever-expanding globalized network of trade (Desaulty et al., 2011).
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    An example of a Spanish silver dollar of 1821 with Spanish King Ferdinand VII on the obverse and reverse. Source: Smithsonian National Museum of American History. (n.d.). Spanish dollar (piece of eight), 1821 [Museum object]. https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/object/nmah_1111924

  

  
    Conclusion
  

  The transformation of Cuba into a gold-mining frontier and then into a major center of the Spanish imperial trade system reveals the versatility and the changeability of priorities of colonial rule. Initial expectations of mineral wealth were quickly replaced with the strategic location of the islands on water, which eventually helped it transform into a plantation agriculture and global trade hub. As Mexico and Peru continued to serve as the stable silver producers in the empire, Cuba proved that geography, military usefulness, and commercial connectedness could also provide value to colonialism (Lorini & Duccio Basosi, 2009). The fact that it had a shifting position between the sixteenth and the eighteenth centuries can be attributed to the wider trends in the process of empire-building in the early modern Atlantic world.

  
    References
  

  Alejandra Irigoin. (2009). The End of a Silver Era: The Consequences of the Breakdown of the Spanish Peso Standard in China and the United States, 1780s–1850s. Journal of World History, 20(2), 207–244. https://doi.org/10.1353/jwh.0.0053

  Costafreda, J. L., Martín, D. A., Costafreda-Velázquez, J. L., & Parra, J. L. (2024). Gold Deposits Related to the Island Arc Formations and Ophiolitic Complexes of Eastern Cuba: A Review. Minerals, 14(5), 463–463. https://doi.org/10.3390/min14050463

  De la Fuente, A., García del Pino, C., & Iglesias Delgado, B. (2008). Havana and the Atlantic in the Sixteenth Century. University of North Carolina Press

  Desaulty, A.-M., Telouk, P., Albalat, E., & Albarède, F. (2011). Isotopic Ag–Cu–Pb record of silver circulation through 16th–18th century Spain. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 108(22), 9002–9007. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1018210108

  Lorini, A., & Duccio Basosi. (2009). Cuba in the World, the World in Cuba. In Padua Research Archive (University of Padua). University of Padua. https://doi.org/10.26530/oapen_356398

  Rao, K. R. (2023). The Effects of Spanish Colonialism on the Cuban Revolution | Research Archive of Rising Scholars. Research-Archive.org. https://research-archive.org/index.php/rars/preprint/view/1525/version/1665

  Viera, F. S. (2014). Port of Havana: The Gateway of Cuba, 1850–1920. Atlantic Ports and the First Globalisation, C. 1850–1930, 130–153. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137327987_7

  

  




  
  





Calvinism & its Effects on the Dutch West India Company & Dutch Caribbean Colonization - Allison Komosa
akomosa


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=81

  

  In 1621 the Dutch West India Company was founded. The company itself was heavily Calvinist and formed directly after the Synod of Dordrecht, which affirmed Calvinism as the newly appointed religion of the Dutch Republic. The religious climate of the Netherlands shaped the nation’s next moves. Calvinism was at the very root of the newly founded Dutch West India Company (WIC), and its founding members were majority pro-Calvinism. With the members themselves being Calvinists, the company itself was inherently religious and its religious beliefs and ideals actualized the company’s movements and intentions.

  The WIC’s founding members were referred to as the Heeren XIX (the Lords Nineteen), and were deeply influenced by the Calvinist reformation. Many of the founders came from the south, which was where the Calvinist reformation thrived. “They were more likely to be Calvinist if they came from the south, because the Reformed worship flourished there first,”[1] writes D. L. Noorlander. Since a significant portion of the founders were Calvinists, the WIC’s very leadership was influenced heavily by religious beliefs and practices. One of the founding members, Johannes de Laet, proved to be much more influential than most, if not all, of the other members. De Laet was a wealthy individual with a hefty amount of capital to invest in the new company, along with being a very well educated man. De Laet argued himself that a successful mercantile company required two specific elements: capital and information, of which he both personally provided. “As the third-largest single donor, he invested the astronomical sum of 54,000 guilders himself, more than enough to obtain a seat as bewindhebber (‘director’) in the Company’s powerful Amsterdam Chamber,”[2] remarks author Michiel van Groesen. In today’s money, a single Dutch guilder from the 1600s would be worth around 20-45 United States dollars, which would be about $1,080,000-2,430,000 today.

  The WIC was split into two factions, with different administrators focusing on one of the two factions. These two factions being settlement and trade. De Laet himself focused more on settlement, and strived to create colonies and conquer new land in the name of the Dutch Republic. In terms of the Caribbean, there were some major victories won for the Dutch, including the capturing of the Spanish Silver Fleet by Admiral Privateer Piet Hein in 1628, which proved to be a powerful boon for the WIC’s coffers, as the Spanish Silver Fleet was plentiful in both goods and coin. Another victory for the WIC was the colonization of Brazil in 1630, which was a sugar hotspot during the time, and a major win in terms of generating more revenue. Maintaining this control over Brazil proved to be quite costly, since the land was so sought after, everyone in the Caribbean wanted a piece. “Deciding the degree to which the directors were willing to fund their religious mission in the Dutch Atlantic—putting a total price tag on religion, so to speak—is impossible now, but it was not cheap,”1 states D. L. Noorlander. The directors had some serious decisions to make when it came to choosing to continue to fund their Brazilian enterprise.

  The WIC’s presence in the Caribbean proved to be quite the threat to Spanish and Portuguese interests, as these three were often after the same things as one another. However, when it came down to things, the Dutch were often unable to hold down their ground and retain control over what they wished to control in the long term. In 1654, the Netherlands lost control over Brazil, and therefore lost control of its sugar trade and revenue generation. This loss was a massive blow to the WIC, as the company had spent a significant amount of capital in an attempt to upkeep the Brazilian colonies. Without the profits from Brazil, the WIC was struggling to stay afloat. Constant warfare and battles with England had caused immense strain on the WIC’s coffers. Finally in 1674, the WIC declared bankruptcy and was unable to repay its debts. Shortly after the bankruptcy of the WIC, a second West India Company emerged. This new second WIC focused more on the colonization aspect of the original company. However, the second WIC was unable to live up to the glory of the first, and it eventually ceased to exist in 1791, and the control over the colonies in the Caribbean was turned to the Dutch government.

  To conclude, the Dutch West India Company was a central player in the middle stages of the colonization of the Caribbean. The WIC itself blended elements from Calvinism, warfare, and commerce into an instrument of intense imperial capability. The achievements of the WIC are nothing to scoff at, and while it was not ultimately successful in the long run, it was still able to conquer portions of the Caribbean and establish a powerful presence over the Atlantic as a whole.

   

  

  
    
      	D. L. Noorlander, ‘For the Maintenance of the True Religion’: Calvinism and the Directors of the Dutch West India Company (The Sixteenth Century Journal 44, no. 1, 2013) 73–95. ↵


      	Michiel van Groesen, Fear, Uncertainty, and Violence in the Dutch Colonization of Brazil (1624–1662).” In Fear and the Shaping of Early American Societies, 93–114. ↵


    

  

  




  
  





Origins of Maroons in Jamaica (Palmison)


  
  
    
    An interactive or media element has been excluded from this version of the text. You can view it online here:
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/caribbean/?p=84

  

  Maroons in Jamaica emerged as autonomous communities of formerly enslaved Africans who rejected slavery and established groups free from colonial rule in the mountainous regions of Jamaica. Their origins stem from the shifting power balance in the Caribbean in the seventeenth century, specifically the English takeover of Jamaica from Spain in 1655.[1] During the transition of power, many enslaved Africans escaped to a region where it was hard for English authorities to reach them. Many of those who fled to this region were descendants of those who escaped slavery during Spanish rule.[2] The rough terrain of the Blue Mountains provided a natural barrier for the Maroons, where they avoided the English military and developed autonomous settlements.[3] Over time, these groups of Maroons were able to consolidate into a unified community that shared the common ground of avoiding slavery and the goal of autonomy from colonial rule.

  Before the British arrival in Jamaica, the Spanish had already created a landscape of resistance from its African and enslaved population. The Indigenous population was largely wiped out because of Spanish violence and disease, which led to the importation of enslaved Africans to replace the labor force.[4] Some Africans fled to safer areas immediately, where Spanish presence was lacking. These small groups survived by maintaining traditional African customs and practices. As the British invasion escalated, it created an opportunity for new escapees to join these communities amid the chaos.[5] Spanish forces did try to retake Jamaica under Don Arnoldo de Sassi in 1663, but they failed and allowed Maroon communities to expand.[6]

  Under English rule, Maroon communities grew as more formerly enslaved Africans escaped. Just like the Spanish, the English were unable to reach the Maroon communities because they realized the communities were in hard-to-reach mountainous regions. Maroons sustained themselves through traditional African farming practices and periodic raids on plantations for food and supplies. The environment they lived in required adaptation, as they developed guerrilla tactics to fight the British by moving quickly, hiding in caves, making sudden attacks, and fast retreats to their communities.[7] The Maroons’ ability to use the landscape to their advantage is what made them so successful against the British. Maroon communities began to organize and develop a distinctive culture shaped by their surroundings.[8] At this point, Maroons were not just scattered groups but had developed functioning societies separate from British rule.

  The origins of Maroons in Jamaica show a story shaped by survival and the persistence of African culture in the New World. One of the most significant early leaders was Cudjoe, who united many scattered groups, including the Cottawood Party, into a single, coordinated body ready for resistance.[9] Another leader, Juan de Bolas, had a significant impact on creating a Maroon community in the Clarendon region following the Spanish to English power transition.[10]

  Culturally, Maroons maintained their African cultures and traditions while adapting to Jamaica’s environment. These included practices, such as herb cultivation and drumming.[11] Over time, the Maroons began to be recognized by the colonial authorities, but not as escaped slaves but as independent people. Maroon society represented one of the strongest resistances to slavery in the Caribbean.[12]

  The origins of Maroons in Jamaica were born from the violence of slavery and the power struggle, but persisted thanks to a strong culture and collaboration. Three main factors led to the Maroons’ thriving: the collapse of Spanish authority and resistance to slavery under new control, the use of terrain to their advantage, and the continued practice of African traditions.
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The colonization of St. Lucia by the British and French | Logan Sill


  
   

  TIMELINE

  In my timeline, I’ll present how the French Empire and the British Empire would feud from the 16th to the 17th century for control over Saint Lucia. Located in the Lesser Antilles, both the French and British had a claim. The French would claim the island of Martinique, which was north of Saint Lucia, while Barbados was British-claimed, which was located southeast of Saint Lucia. The island of St. Lucia was basically in a perfect region for the British or the French. The French would claim Martinique and downwards, which would encompass St. Lucia. Of course, the British didn’t like that the French were claiming those islands, so would wanted to claim them for the British colonies. These territorial conflicts between the French and the British would be a big problem, and you can see this with St. Lucia, which the French and the British fought over to claim the territory and gain access to South America, where they could colonize.

  The first European to land on Saint Lucia was Francois le Clarc, who would eventually set up a base on Pigeon Island. He would leave, then a ship would dock. The Olphias would land on the island, bringing 67 British colonizers to settle the island, but the native Caribs would run them off, leading to an earl to claim St. Lucia was a French territory but wouldn’t settle it, causing others to want it for themselves, but they would fail again from the native Caribs. The French would then colonize St Lucia, send an expedition to France, and set up a colony for 2 decades. Until  Francis Baron Willoughby would send unemployed, enslaved, and native Caribis from Barbados to St. Lucia, which would upset the French colonists. Leading to the Treaty of Breda in 1667, which would restore St.Lucia to France.  Then, in 1672, the British would appoint a governor. William Lord Willoughby would be appointed governor of St. Lucia despite France owning St Lucia and would annex St. Lucia under the Martinique French colony, but the threat would not intimidate the British, and they would respond to the British. Then, the Peace of Utrecht allowed the British annexation of a bunch of French territory. This would cause a boom in population from 1713 to 1716, due to the French migrating to St. Lucia. That Marshal Count d’Etress would want to calm Islam for himself through his sincere inherited St. Lucia from his father and to keep the British from claiming the island, yet still wouldn’t threaten the British. When Marechal lost ownership of the island, the British would make a new plan to capture the island, with the king of England granting John, the duke of Montagu, Lucia in 1772.  He would send Nathaniel Uring, the Governor’s deputy governor of St Lucia. This sneak attack would have worked, and the British would have failed yet again, but it would have made St. Lucia’s natural territory. The French would boost their numbers after this situation, but their troops would eventually leave. Ucia to French colonists and British settlers who were Irish, but in 1735, a proclamation was made to remove the people from the island, but the colonists didn’t comply. Charles de Turbieres de Caylus would try to claim St Lucia for France in 1744. The Aix-la-Chapelle would declare Saint Lucia neutral again and that everyone should be removed from the island, but the French didn’t listen to this and had Saint Lucia as a secret colony. The British would plan, and another attack led by a couple of different generals, like Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Abbreviaton, would result in an attack on St Lucia in 1778, which would be successful with st, with the surrender of the British.  The Treaty of Versailles of 1778 would put st. Lucia is back in France, and despite British bases being built on the island, like Fort Rodney. Eventually, the French Revolution would come to st. Lucia freeing enslaved people, but the British would decide to attack the French West Indies since France was weakened from the Revolutionary War, so the British would capture the island, causing the first brigand war, which was French settlers, ex slave and soldier would push the British out of the french west indies and were successful they would also get rid of the white slave master. In apApril796 the British would send Lieutenant-General Sir Ralph Abercromby and LiLieutenant-General Sirohn Moore with 12000 British to take one fortune for the French. They would be able to capture it due to the fort being surrounded and would have fought the second brigand war with the English defeating them, but the French would use the Treaty of Amiens in 1802  to claim St.Lucia for them. This would work only for a little bit until the British and French would fight again, and Lieutenant General Grinfield and Commodore Samuel Hood would take a squadron and leave Barbados to take St. Lucía in 1803. They would be able to make a surrender by taking out  Governor Antonie Nogues, ceding the island to the British due to the 1814 Treaty of Paris. End this cat-and-mouse game between Britain and France’s colonization war for the island of St Lucia.
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Early Spanish Settlement in the Caribbean (Eric Kosanovich)
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  Life in the early Spanish-era Caribbean was a time of expansion, control, exploitation, and violence. The book, Life and Society in the Early Spanish Caribbean, written by Ida Altman, provides a detailed account of events and historical facts on what life was like in the Spanish Caribbean. Altman is a professor emerita of history at the University of Florida. Altman explains that the Greater Antilles region, which is encompassed with Hispaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico, allowed for residents to organize a complex form of sociopolitical organization and an agricultural society (7). The Greater Antilles societies shaped how Spanish colonists live and work, and also expanded.

  In the beginning of her book, Altman highlights that the Spanish colonization was rooted in exploitation and violence, traditionally towards native peoples and also enslaved Africans who were shipped to work in the Caribbean (1). These people were subjected to Spanish cruelty, and also Spanish dominance within the islands as the empire kept expanding. Life was imaginably harsh, and Altman points out that many numbers of Indigenous peoples and Africans moved into remote areas, the mountains in the Caribbean islands in order to resist Spanish demands (1). In addition to native peoples and enslaved Africans fleeing into remote locations, there were also revolts against Spanish expansion in the Caribbean. For example, Altman highlights the violence in the Caribbean during the Spanish-era of colonization by describing Enrique’s revolt against the Spanish in 1519 (3). Enrique was a cacique of the Taíno peoples. Cacique means a local leader of an Indigenous group of people. Enrique and his supporters fled into the mountains, and for a number of years engaged in guerilla warfare with the Spanish empire to contain the spread of European colonialism on their lands. Eventually after fourteen years, in 1533, the Spanish crown agreed to establish a peace treaty with Enrique and his supporters. The treaty explained that the Spanish crown recognizes the autonomy of the Taíno peoples, and they are granted independence from Spanish rule if they return to the civilizations (3). In historians’ views, Enrique’s rebellion serves as an example of courage and dedication. Without his courage or dedication to fight the Spanish powers, the Taíno peoples would have probably never been granted their independence. Unfortunately, other native peoples and enslaved Africans were still suffering under exploitation and violence from the Spanish even after Enrique’s treaty was granted.

  Furthermore, the Spanish tried to expand their powers rapidly in the Caribbean. For example, the first established settlement in the Caribbean was the territory of La Isabela in Hispaniola. La Isabela was established by Columbus and his men in 1493 (9). To add on, the voyagers were extremely exhausted from the long journey from Spain to Hispaniola, however, Columbus persisted that they work to establish the colony. Columbus exerted brutal punishments to those who disobeyed and did not work hard during the establishment of La Isabela (9). La Isabela’s purpose was to establish a permanent Spanish settlement, and to establish relations with natives and to find gold. However, Spanish colonists did not find any of what they were intending for, and many began to leave for Spain again. By 1498, Altman says that La Isabela was completely abandoned and never again resettled.

  Although La Isabela was not a success, in the early years of the 1500s, Spanish colonists began to establish areas like Panama, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Jamaica (20). The conquerors of these lands proved to be very ambitious and hungry for conquest. The Spanish monarch established its rule of fierce expansion within the Caribbean islands as a means to show people they have the power to expand and control these vast islands.

  In 1524, the Spanish even created its own centralized form of government for all people in the Caribbean under Spanish rule. It was called the Council of Indies, and had a legislative, executive, and judicial branch (71). The Council of Indies was to establish Spanish control over its peoples, and to ensure everyone is adhering to their rule of law. This form of governing body allowed for everyone to be subjected to the same Spanish treatment at the time, and the Spanish crown wanted everyone to obey the Spanish government in the Caribbean islands.

  To conclude, the Spanish colonization of areas in the Caribbean highlights the power and expansion the Spanish had, and also signifies how native people and enslaved Africans were brutally treated in the colonies. The expansion, exploitation, violence, and control all shaped how the Spanish Caribbean operated, and historical significance it has: the first permanent settlements in the Americas by a foreign power.
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British invasion of Havana by Stephen Kulchock


  
  The British arrived on the island of Cuba in the town of Havana on June 6th, 1762, but the landing started on June 7th. Before the attack the Spanish king Charles III made an attempt to fortify the city by commanding the Governor of Havana Don Juan de Prado, but nothing was done by the city. The attack on Havana by the British was the largest attack by a nation at the time due to the vast number of troops from the Americas being “included approximately 12,500 soldiers, 10,000 sailors, and 2,400 enslaved people from Africa. Around 3,500 additional troops arrived in July from North America, for an approximate total of 28,400 men”1 then as well during the time Havana was seen as one of the most flourishing cities in the world even ahead of the Americas. The Naval bombardment was considered initially but then done by the British to take the castle swiftly while also discouraging the military and militias that are stationed on El Morro castle. While also having Navy ships, HMS Stirling Castle, HMS Dragon, and HMS Marlborough would also all attack the castle with guns being fired from their respective ships as well while they are bombing the castle. Then the militias that were stationed in Havana and El Morro castle were not exact but there was an estimate of “Spanish corps numbered 1,500 regular troops, 4,000 sailors, and 2,100 militiamen”2 Due to the vastly smaller sizer of the forces in Havana they suffered severe losses from guns and bombs but another source of a vast amount of killing was the Yellow fever that was spreading throughout everyone. After the siege of the city the Governor of Havana Juan de Prado called together a war council of all the commanders in the city to create an effective plan to protect the city from the British. To start the siege 4000 British troops went ashore to fight against the 600 Spanish militia men that manned a breastwork. Then the first village that was taken on the way to capturing Havana was Guanabacoa by Colonel Carleton, with a force of British light infantry on the 8th of June 1762 and by June 29th the British were capturing Cabana heights despite the push back from Havana militias but were repelled as well as still capturing El Morro castle due to the constant batteries by the British along the coast. During the battle for Havana the British were constant and unrelenting in their attempts to capture the city and all the surrounding villages around that led up to Havana in the process. By July of 1762 all but two Spanish guns were operable from the success of the British in due to the constant barrages from the Spanish warships and artillery. Then towards the end of July the British sent out 3 regiments that attacked separate locations the first being by boat and attacking the high ground El Morro castle and La Cabana heights, the second regiment attacked the northeast section of morro Castle from the ground and the third regiment attacked La Cabana from the south. Throughout all the capture of Havana the British maintained consistent in achieving their goal while also having men from both Britian and having America send troops as swell to the Island to support because of the heavy barrage of batteries from British ship a well as having troops land on the ground as previously discussed to start the march of taking over smaller cities on their way to capturing Havana on “August 13, 1762 and after the capture the British flag was hoisted in the city.”3  Right after the British were able to secure Cuba, they immediately abolished the taxes and as well as the British opening all the ports trade with merchants and traders from England and the North American colonies therefore increasing the income and the relations between the three nations. Then because of the opening of the ports to the two nations the Cubans were finally allowed to trade with other nations other than Spain because while under Spanish rule they were banned because of British law. Also during the time of the British occupation, the island was introduced to over ten thousand slaves to the island, there was a massive surge in the agriculture and prices of the products especially sugar while also introducing Cuba to African cultures like music, food, and religion due to the high influx of slaves that were brought to the nation by the British. Finally, the ultimate reason why the British capture of Havana was crucial because it gave the Cuban people to see just how profitable it is to trade with other nations besides Spain as shown by sugar becoming the most valuable crop of Cuba due to such a high demand for the crop as well as despite Spain losing the Island for a period of time the Spanish were able to retain the powerhouse island but had to secede the state of Florida to the British due to how important the island is to Spain during that time period. 
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