UST 207: Ohio Government
Signature Assignment
Your Civic Engagement Playbook (50 points)

This assignment is your opportunity to map out how you will contribute to the civic life of your community and beyond, grounding your plans in the knowledge acquired through this course. The focus is on finding your voice in the public arena, whether as a consumer of public services, a volunteer contributing to community improvement, a citizen participating in the policymaking process, a voter making choices, or an elected official or government employee serving your community. 

Importantly, this assignment will guide you in advocating for your personal values, beliefs, and preferences, ensuring your voice is communicated. Below are the key components you’ll complete over the semester:

Finding Your Voice	Comment by R Clayton  Wukich: Core Competency: Critical Thinking

Learning Outcome: State a specific position (i.e., perspective, thesis, or hypothesis) that is thoughtful, recognizes complexities, and acknowledges limitations.

This section requires students to articulate a clear and thoughtful position on what matters to them in civic life, recognizing the complexities of political issues and the limitations of individual influence.

Core Competency: Information Literacy

Learning Outcome: Strategically search for information and assess results, considering the multiple criteria relevant to evaluating the information in context.

Students research different perspectives and facts to support their views, demonstrating the ability to select relevant and reliable information sources that shape their understanding and stance.

In this section, students identify and articulate their values, beliefs, and preferences in relation to civic engagement.

Explore different roles you can assume in civic engagement—as a customer, partner, citizen, voter, volunteer, elected official, or appointed official. Reflect on where you see yourself fitting in and why. 

Learn how to effectively advocate for your values, beliefs, and preferences, especially in the context of policymaking. This includes understanding the avenues available for such advocacy and the nuances of influencing policy.

Developing Engagement Strategies	Comment by R Clayton  Wukich: Core Competency: Critical Thinking

Learning Outcome: Systematically and methodically analyze assumptions and carefully evaluate the relevance of contexts when presenting a position.

In this section, students need to analyze various approaches to civic engagement, evaluate assumptions behind these strategies, and choose the most appropriate ones based on their understanding of the context.

Core Competency: Collaboration

Learning Outcome: Facilitates the contributions of fellow team members.

Students will work in online groups to develop their engagement strategies, facilitating and integrating contributions from other students to inform their ideas.

In this section, students plan specific activities or initiatives that align with their articulated values and beliefs for engaging in civic life. Students will workshop their ideas with classmates and get their feedback through a peer review process.

Explore strategies for meaningful interaction with state and local governments, including how to access services, provide feedback, and engage in the policymaking process. This exploration will extend to practical applications of your learning: identifying specific opportunities for involvement within your community. This might entail strategizing your participation in local government meetings or crafting a proposal for a community improvement initiative, thereby applying your knowledge to make tangible contributions.



Reflection and Synthesis	Comment by R Clayton  Wukich: Core Competency: Information Literacy

Learning Outcome: Use information ethically, providing complete and accurate citations.

Students are expected to ethically use and cite all sources that influenced their reflections and synthesis, demonstrating fidelity to the original contexts.

Core Competency: Collaboration

Learning Outcome: Foster a constructive team climate.

Reflections should include considerations of how students fostered a positive and effective team environment during their engagement activities, including how they processed and integrated feedback.

In this section, students reflect on their engagement journey, evaluate the effectiveness of their strategies, and synthesize their learning.

Culminate your assignment with a reflective essay that synthesizes your insights from the course. Discuss how you can apply what you've learned to become an active, informed participant in your local and state government, detailing the specific steps you plan to take in your civic engagement journey.

Your Civic Engagement Playbook will be assessed on your ability to critically analyze and articulate your role in civic engagement, the depth of your engagement strategies, the clarity of your advocacy plans, and the practicality of your application ideas. A strong playbook will demonstrate a thorough understanding of the mechanisms of state and local governance and a clear, actionable plan for personal civic involvement.

Instructions, including submission guidelines and deadlines, will be provided on Blackboard.
