UST 250: The City in Film
Homework #1: Utopian Visioning (25 points)

For this assignment, I will assign you to groups of three to four students. Please see Blackboard for your group assignments.

STEP 1: Develop a vision for your utopian city. Think creatively about cities and urban space and to reflect upon the characteristics that would define your perfect city. Prepare a one-page written narrative (about 500 words) that describes the key aspects of your utopian city. The description should include: (1) the physical environment of your utopian place (what does it look like, what are the buildings like, are there natural/environmental aspects or amenities, etc.) and (2) the social environment of your utopian place (who lives there, how do they relate to each other, how does the place function, etc.). Write the narrative in a way that will be easily accessible to both me and your peers. In addition to the written narrative, include at least three images and/or short video clips (no more than 3 min each) that illustrate your vision. This part must be completed by February 22.

STEP 2: Share your utopian visions with your group by February 22. Read each other’s utopian visions and think about how other people’s ideal city compares and contrasts to your own vision. Each group member should prepare detailed notes about how the different visions are similar and/or different. This part must be completed by February 29.

STEP 3: Work as a group to produce a draft collective, synthesized utopian vision. All group members must contribute to the group’s collective utopian vision. To complete this, the group will likely have to engage in dialogue and discussion about varying perspectives among group members. Each group is responsible for organizing your approach to creating this collective. This is an opportunity to experiment with how to manage and organize collaborative work. The draft group utopian vision will be around three pages. It must address both the physical and social attributes of your utopian place. It also must include at least three images or video clips (more are welcome!) and is due on March 7.

STEP 4: Each group will complete a peer evaluation and critique of another group’s utopian vision. You will have your assigned peer utopian vision by the end of the day on Friday, March 8. Your group will work together to provide a single set of peer evaluation comments and critiques for your assigned peer group. Your peer evaluation must include: (1) strengths of the draft utopian vision you review, (2) weaknesses of the draft utopian vision you review, and (3) a critique and comparison with your own group’s utopian vision (what do you agree/disagree with). The peer evaluation is due on Thursday, March 21. 

STEP 5: The final step of this project is to work as a group to revise your draft collective utopian vision per the peer feedback you receive. You will work with your group to decide how you respond to the peer feedback you receive. This will take a combination of two forms: (1) revisions to your original collective utopian vision, as you deem appropriate and (2) a response to the peer evaluation/critique defending your final utopian vision and explaining why and how it reflects your groups’ worldview. Your final vision should again include a description of the physical environment and the social environment. It should also include at least 3 illustrative images or video clips (more are welcome). The final utopian vision and response is due on Thursday, April 4.

In addition, each student will complete an evaluation of the group project, reflecting on both their peers’ contribution and their own participation/contribution.

Self & Peer Evaluation – Utopian Visioning Group Project
Respond to all of the questions below. Use this reflection as an opportunity to develop your own skills in collaborative work. Each response should be at least 2-3 sentences. Do not write in bullet-points, write in complete sentences.

1. Describe what worked well for your team. What were your team’s strengths? 
2. Described where your team struggled. What were your team’s weaknesses? 
3. Reflect on your participation in and contribution to the team effort. In future collaborative projects, what could you do better to help the team overall? 
4. Reflect on your peers’ participation in and contribution to the team effort. What did you learn about collaborative work from your peers’ approach to the project? 
5. Based on this experience, what do you think are three key things to a well-functioning team?

Grading Rubric
	Assignment Component
	Did not include
	Sufficient, but lacks depth of thought, detail, or quality
	Excellent

	Individual Utopian Vision (individually assessed, 5 points possible)

	Student’s vision of a utopian physical environment
	0
	.75
	1.5

	Student’s vision of a utopian social environment
	0
	.75
	1.5

	Quality & accessibility of writing
	0
	.5
	1

	Illustrative nature & relevancy of images or videos
	0
	.5
	1

	Draft Collective Utopian Vision (assessed as a group, 5 points possible)

	Draft collective vision of a utopian physical environment
	0
	.75
	1.5

	Draft collective vision of a utopian social environment
	0
	.75
	1.5

	Quality, accessibility & cohesiveness of writing
	0
	.5
	1

	Illustrative nature & relevancy of images or videos
	0
	.5
	1

	Group Peer Evaluation (assessed as a group, 5 points possible)

	Strengths of the draft utopian vision
	0
	.75
	1.5

	Weaknesses of the draft utopian vision (areas where the group could improve)
	0
	.75
	1.5

	Critiques & comparison of the draft utopian vision (concepts or ideas that your group agrees/disagrees with)
	0
	.5
	1

	Quality, accessibility, and cohesiveness of writing
	0
	.5
	1

	Final Collective Utopian Vision & Response to Peer Evaluation (assessed as a group, 5 points possible)

	Collective vision of a utopian physical environment
	0
	.5
	1

	Collective vision of a utopian social environment
	0
	.5
	1

	Quality, accessibility & cohesiveness of writing
	0
	.5
	1

	Illustrative nature & relevancy of images or videos
	0
	.5
	1

	Quality and thoroughness of response to the peer evaluation 
	0
	.5
	1

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Self- and Peer-Evaluation (individually assessed, 5 points possible)

	Strengths of your team, including the ways your team improved over the stages of the project
	0
	.5
	1

	Weaknesses of your team, including areas where you could have improved over the stages of the project
	0
	.5
	1

	Reflection on opportunities for self-improvement
	0
	.5
	1

	Lessons learned about collaborative work
	0
	.25
	.5

	Three key aspects of a well-functioning team, and barriers to achieving this in academic and/or professional settings
	0
	.5
	1

	Quality and thoughtfulness of responses
	0
	.25
	.5




