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Exhibit Approach

Celebrates 19th Amendment’s historical meaning and contemporary relevance through 
inclusive retelling of women’s struggle to vote

● Broad diversity of suffrage activists
● Diverse bases on which American women have been barred from voting

Educational Objective

● Guide visitors through complex history of the 19th Amendment
● Inspire critical thinking about what this history means for voting rights struggles today
● Appreciation for the value of participation in the political process 
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Exhibit Organization

Five sections that will answer the 
following questions:

● Who decides who votes?
● Why did women fight for the vote?
● How did women win the 19th Amendment?
● What was the 19th Amendment’s impact?
● What voting rights struggles persist?

https://vimeo.com/secondstory/review/319599306/aeda356c0c
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Who Decides Who Votes?

Main messages:

● States determine eligibility requirements for voting
● Millions of women could vote before the 19th Amendment
● 19th Amendment did not effectively enfranchise all women
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Why Did Women Fight for the Vote?

Main Messages:

● Reasons women fought for the vote
● Justice and citizenship rights
● Protection of women’s lives, livelihoods, 

property and children
● Special burdens and risks for 

women of color
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National Archives, Records of the U.S. Senate 
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National Archives, Records of the U.S. Senate 
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How Did Women Win the 19th Amendment?

Stories and Strategies from the fight for Woman Suffrage:

● Suffrage movement origins and “schism” over strategy
● Critical role of African American and working class 

suffragists
● Political and personal motivations of anti-suffragists
● Women’s public demonstrations: attempts to register and 

vote, marches, protests, picketing
● Impact of WWI on suffrage movement
● Passage of proposed amendment and battle for ratification



1
2National Archives, 

Records of the U.S. House of Representatives



13

National Archives, Records of the U.S. House of Representatives
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National Archives, Records of the U.S. House of Representatives
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Shivery family papers, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, The New York Public Library
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National Archives, 
Publications of the U.S. 
Government
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National Archives at St. Louis, 
Records of the U.S. Civil Service 
Commission
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Wells, Ida B. Papers, Special Collections Research Center, University of Chicago Library
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Adelina Otero-Warren
State Archives of New Mexico

Suffragist Spotlights
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Fannie Lou Hamer
National Archives, Records of the U.S. Information Agency
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Getty Images

Suffragist Spotlights
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National Archives, Records of the Patent and Trademark Office
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National Archives, Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs
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National Archives, General Records of the U.S. Government
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The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation.
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What Voting Rights Struggles Persist?

Many women remained unable to vote after the 
19th Amendment for reasons other than sex:

● Racial and class discrimination
● Uneven citizenship rights
● Inaccessibility of polls
● New voter restrictions 
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National Archives, Records of the U.S. Senate
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“San Bruno, California. Entering 
Recreational Hall where election is being 
held for Councilman. A general election 
for five members of the Tanforan 
Assembly Center Advisory Council is 
being held on this day. The Issei have 
never been able to vote before because of 
American naturalization laws.” 

Photograph by Dorothea Lange, June 16, 
1942

National Archives, Records of the War Relocation 
Authority
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National Archives, Records of the Women's Bureau
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National Archives, Records of 
the Commission on Civil Rights

National Archives at Denver, 
Records of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs
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The State of Voting 2018, Brennan Center for Justice
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In the Classroom
• What were the methods of the women’s suffrage 

movement? How effective were they?

• Why did women want the right to vote?

• How did women organize?

• What role does the government play in expanding and 
limiting rights?

• Should voting be a right of citizenship?

• How have individuals exercised their rights to bring 
about societal change?
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Other resources

Docs Teach

Women’s history primary sources and teaching activities
https://www.docsteach.org/topics/women

Document analysis with students
https://www.docsteach.org/resources/document-analysis

Rightfully Hers Pop-Up Exhibit

https://museum.archives.gov/rightfully-hers

https://education.blogs.archives.gov/

https://www.docsteach.org/topics/women
https://www.docsteach.org/resources/document-analysis
https://museum.archives.gov/rightfully-hers
https://education.blogs.archives.gov/
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Thank you!

Corinne L Porter
corinne.porter@nara.gov

“Rightfully Hers” & “One Half of the People” exhibit webpage:
https://museum.archives.gov/rightfully-hers

NARA’s Women’s Rights Resource page 
https://www.archives.gov/women#event-/timeline/item/nineteenth-

amendment-to-the-united-states-constitution

mailto:corinne.porter@nara.gov
https://museum.archives.gov/rightfully-hers
https://www.archives.gov/women#event-/timeline/item/nineteenth-amendment-to-the-united-states-constitution

