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Interest/Adoption Form and Feedback/Report Form


  
  Interest/Adoption Form

  For instructors: Please tell us a little bit about your class.  If you are an instructor reviewing or selecting the text, please register on the Interest/Adoption form at https://forms.office.com/r/skN787HqvP.  

  Feedback/Report an Error Form

  Please use the Feedback/Report and Error form at https://forms.office.com/r/YH7BvYqDryto provide feedback to the author of this open textbook, UST 290: Urban Geography.  Your contact information is optional.  
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Introduction
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Urban, Geography, and Urban Geography


  
  Introduction

  Our readings for this module span the concepts that are the foundation for the course: urban, geography, and taken together, urban geography.

  What is Urban?

  Although we don’t delve deeply into the history of cities (CSU has a course for that), it is nonetheless a good idea to have bit of background on the type of settlement that we’ll spend our semester learning about. From the e-book Urban Literacy: Learning to Read the City Around You, please read Chapter 1: Cities.

  It’s also worth noting that the urban form you see before you today didn’t evolve without it’s challenges. Thus, from the e-book US History, in the chapter on The Growing Pains of Urbanization, 1870-1900, please read the section on
Urbanization and its Challenges

  What is geography?

  Defining geography is no easy task! It’s more than memorizing state capitals and being a valued asset in games of Trivial Pursuit! Geography means looking at the world through a spatial lens. Your first reading on this topic, Defining Geography: does a great job at framing this geographic perspective using just a few common questions: What is Where, Why There, Why care?

  Your second reading, What is Geography?, introduces you to a few of the concepts that are at the center of geographers’ concern, and it also has a good description of Geography’s four subfields.

  What about urban geography?

  Finally, we get to put these together and talk about Urban Geography.

  The first reading, Urban Geography – Concepts and Terminology provides a great introduction to the types of problems that urban geographers often study, and introduces you to a lot of important vocabulary.

  The second reading is the Urban Geography entry in the Encyclopedia of Human Geography. It provides a useful overview of the academic field of urban geography and its six subfields. Here is a link to the encyclopedia entry.

  




  
  




II
Spatial Arrangement: How and Why Space Matters
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History, Industry, and Urban Geography


  
  Introduction

  In this module, we take a brief look back at how our urban regions got to be what they are today. These readings form a necessary foundation for understanding what we see around us, and why we see them. We’re going to read three pieces.

  Readings

  First, from the e-book Urban Literacy: Learning to Read the City Around You, please read the section on Historical Urban Development Patterns in Chapter 3. It mixes history with geography and has a good overview of both industrialization and colonization.

  The real detail of this module comes in our second reading. From the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of American History, please read Industrialization and Urbanization in the United States, 1880-1929. This reading covers the building blocks of the industrial revolution in the U.S. What had to be in place for industrialism to take root here, and also, what were the innovations that cemented its impact?

  Finally, we read a piece that appeared (way back) in 2000, when many were thinking about the century to come and the century that was ending. Please read the beginning of the article and the past influences. Hold off on the future influences — we’ll cover those later.

   

   

  




  
  




3
Systems of cities


  
  This module covers only one topic, and has only one reading.

  The topic is Central Place Theory (CPT). CPT focuses on the interaction of two concepts: function and geographic spacing. It was originally developed as a theory to help explain the geography of settlements across the German countryside. Its most common use today is likely in retail geography, guiding decisions in site selection.

  We’re going to be reading the chapter Nested Hexagons: Central Place Theory. Create link to CSU’ ECR To give you an idea of the impact of CPT, the chapter appears in a book titled Ten Geographic Ideas that Changed the World.
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Models of urban land use


  
  Introduction

  This module is really the bread and butter of urban geography in that the models presented here attempt to capture and explain the spatial layout of the city.

  There are 5 models that should catch your attention in this reading:

  
    	The von Thunen model of hinterland organization is a spatial land use model. It explains how land is put to economic use (or not) around a central market. Since the von Thunen model deals only with agricultural land uses (i.e., where to grow tomatoes, where to grow corn, etc.), you might be tempted to dismiss it as irrelevant. Don’t. The ideals formalized in the von Thunen model are at the core of all subsequent land use/land value models.

    	The Burgess concentric ring model looks a lot like the von Thunen model, but focuses on the social, not the economic.

    	Hoyt’s sector model is an outgrowth of the concentric ring model, and reflected the reality that landuse didn’t always (or even didn’t typically) line up so neatly in concentric rings around the city center.

    	The multiple nuclei model of Harris and Ullman goes a step further — land use isn’t even always centered upon a single city center! Multiple Nuclei

    	Garreau’s model of Edge Cities is a more modern take (1991) on Harris and Ullman’s model, formalizing the idea of a suburban economic agglomerations.

  

  With these models as a foundation, we have a more formal context within which to think about suburbs, exurbs, sprawl, and “Levittown” style development

  Reading

  From the book Human Geography (2022), please read the chapter Urban and Suburban Spaces.
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Transportation


  
  Introduction

  You might initially think that transportation falls outside of the realm of urban geography. However, we just learned about the different land use models, explaining how urban land is put to use within cities and one of the things that stands out is this — we separate land uses. Sometimes by great distances. So we need to consider how everyone gets around from one place to another and what that means for the structure of the city.

  Readings

  Our first reading is out of the text book The Geography of Transport Systems. Chapter 8 is Urban Transportation. I don’t want you to read all of chapter 8. Section 8.1 is Transportation and the Urban Form. I don’t want you to read all of section 8.1. Please read Section 8.1.3: Evolution of Transportation and Urban Form. Follow this link, and scroll down to section 3. This section (and its figures) give us a great overview of the relationship between transportation and the layout of cities.

  Our second reading, Rethinking Traffic Congestion, is bigger picture and addresses with the “problem” of congestion. Read through the 10 propositions and think about which seem reasonable and which don’t. Does your answer change if you consider NE Ohio specifically?

  One thing you should have taken away from the first two readings on transportation and cities is that context matters. So the final two readings focus on NE Ohio. The first is the Transportation entry in the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History. The second explains Cleveland’s Five Eras of Transportation. PROBABLY MOVE THIS TO ECR, NOT A LINK TO MY ONEDRIVE

  




  
  




6
Suburbanization


  
  Introduction

  We’ve already touched on suburbanization as a critical component in many of our learning modules, especially the last two — models of urban land use and transportation. This module treats suburbanization on its own.

  Readings

  We have two assignments this module: one reading and one TED Talk.

  The reading assignment is Suburbanization in the United States after 1945 out of the Oxford Research Encyclopedia on American History[1] . It splits US suburbanization into two time periods: from 1945 to 1970 (the era of mass suburbanization) and 1970 to present (growth and diversification). “Present”, by the way, is relative to the article’s publication date of 2017. Keep that in mind. There is a lot packed into this reading — real estate development, social life, culture, inequality, race, etc. You’ll soon find out that suburbs in reality are quite different from the way they are portrayed in the medial.

  The Ghastly Tragedy of the Suburbs is a TED Talk by James Howard Kunstler. As you might guess by the title, Kunstler is a critic of U.S. suburban development. He calls it “the greatest misallocation of resources in the history of the world”. Kunstler is not subtle. It often seems like he’s yelling instead of lecturing. He curses. Often. He references mass shootings and teen prostitution.  Despite his unique style, he’s an important voice in the debate surrounding our suburbs, so I wanted you to hear him.

  

  
    
      	You'll have to log in with your CSU ID and password to access this reading. ↵


    

  

  




  
  




III
Spatial Development: Theory, Process, and Challenges


  
  This section of the course deals with development — one of the many ways cities change. We start off with theory — stylized explanations of how, why, where, and when development happens. Then, when it does happen, what does it look like “on the ground”, or in reality. We tackle that next. Then, finally, we talk about development challenges — why the theory doesn’t always apply, and why development “on the ground” might not be what we expected.
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Theories of urban development


  
  Introduction

  A theory is a story about how some (usually small) part of the world works. It’s an explanation. The theories covered in this module attempt to explain how development works…how, why, where and when it happens. Our theories posit that development does not “just happen.” It is not a random occurrence, but rather a logical one that can be broken down into its component parts and explained.

  Readings

  We start with a theory associated with geographer David Harvey. Harvey viewed development as the result of capital accumulation. He thought capital, combined with labor, produced the necessary ingredients for development. The process is called Circuits of Capital, and your first reading is that entry in the Encyclopedia of Human Geography.

  The second explanation focuses on property development as an investment. As an investment, the focus is on returns — the the financial returns to investment are high, more investment is attracted. When returns are low, resources for development flow into other sectors, and away from development.

  Finally, we read about the “rent gap” theory. Simply stated a rent gap exists if there is a difference between the current rent a location earns that which it would earn if the property were to be redeveloped. When the gap is substantial enough, it attracts (re)development. These last two explanations are covered in Chapter 8 of Urbanization: An Introduction to Urban Geography. The chapter is accessible through CSU’s Electronic Course Reserve. Please read the sections on “Property, Location, Rent and Investment” on pages 190-194.
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The process of urban development


  
  Introduction

  The previous module lead you through a few theories of development. Some more applied, some more abstract. This module shifts to the process of development: what does development look like “on the ground”?

  Readings

  Your first reading focuses on the “who” of development. For urban development to happen, who are the necessary players? This is covered in “The Structures of Building Provision,” a part of Chapter 8 (The Urban Development Process) in Urbanization: An Introduction to Urban Geography. The reading is available via CSU’s Electronic Course Reserve. .

  The second readings both come from the Development chapter in Urban Literacy: Learning to Read the City Around You. Please scroll down the the section labeled “The Process of Redevelopment”. This section is important because in cities that have been fully developed once (like Cleveland) development is actually redevelopment. Also read the following section on “Alterative Forms of Urban Development.” It focuses on community development and community organizing, two very important parts of the development process in general, but especially here in Cleveland.
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Challenges of urban development


  
  Introduction

  In the last two modules we read about development theories and applied development. In this module we consider development’s complications. Why it doesn’t happen everywhere with the same frequency or intensity, why it might not go according to plan, and how some might view the implications of development to be suboptimal.

  Readings

  Your first reading focuses on “Legacy Cities”. This topic has likely come up already in class, but this reading gives us a more formal introduction and overview. In Regenerating America’s Legacy Cities, please read the Executive Summary and Chapter 1. Note: You don’t have to purchase the book – download it for free. 

  The second reading is focuses on Gentrification. Because there is so much “development vs. gentrification” tension, I wanted us to get more than a surface treatment of the topic. From the Oxford Research Encyclopedia, please read Gentrification in the United States. Note: You’ll have to provide your CSU credentials to get access to this reading. 

   

  




  
  




IV
Neighborhoods
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What is a neighborhood?


  
  Introduction

  It’s difficult to think about cities without the neighborhoods that comprise them. Neighborhoods are the subject of intense study, yet remain largely ill-defined. Sure, city administrations often divide up their cities into distinct geographic areas, give those areas names, and sometimes even label them as “neighborhoods”. But rarely do these administrative boundaries match what residents experience as their own neighborhood. In fact, it’s common for people living in the same geographic area to have different ideas about what their neighborhood is called and what its boundaries are!  To get a handle on all of this, our current module is all about neighborhoods.

  Readings

  We’re going to do two readings that will introduce us to some of the basic vocabulary of neighborhoods. The Neighborhood entry in the Encyclopedia of Human Geography will give you a great introduction and cover the neighborhood ideas of Louis Wirth. The second reading covers another neighborhood conceptualization, called the neighborhood unit.
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Neighborhood change


  
  Introduction

  With a more formal idea of “neighborhood” under our belts, this module focuses on neighborhood change. This is something we’ve all probably experienced — we’ve seen once grand neighborhoods fall into disrepair. We’ve seen modest neighborhoods redeveloped. The lack of change can also be notable — neighborhoods that seem to remain the same through time. Maybe you’ve moved away from your childhood neighborhood and later returned — what did you notice?  I’ve done this myself and been in the car with my parents have done the same.  Or, maybe you’re still in that same neighborhood and noticed change going on around you. Or not.

  This module is all about that process of neighborhood change.

  Readings

  You’re going to read the Neighborhood Change entry in the Encyclopedia of Human Geography. We’ll talk about other models of neighborhood change in lecture, but this is a good reading to get you started.

  




  
  




V
Research Tools of the Urban Geographer
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Urban Geography: Data and Methods


  
  Introduction

  This module covers some of the basic research tools of the urban geographer. You’ll get a glimpse into how we do what we do…data, methods, maps, etc.

  Readings

  Your first reading gives you the big picture. It is the Geographic Tools and Methods chapter out of an online Human Geography text. You don’t have to follow any of the out-links, but do watch the video about why all world maps are wrong. It’s a good one!

  Next, we’re going to focus on data that come from the U.S. Census Bureau. The Census provides a wide variety of population-related data, but we’re going to focus on two specific (and commonly used) sources.

  The American Community Survey is first.  Please go to this About the ACS website, read the general description and watch the video linked on the right-hand side. It is called “Data 101: About the American Community Survey”. You’ll probably want to maximize the video on your screen — why did they make that view window so small??

  Finally, we’re going to look at OnTheMap, which focuses on employment. Please read just the first page of this introduction and then follow this link and watch the video “PART 1: OnTheMap – How to Create an Area Profile to Visualize Jobs and Workforce Data”. Don’t get hung up on all the details. Rather, focus on the big picture questions that the OnTheMap application can answer. The video will take you through a simple analysis of the employment characteristics of Dallas, TX.

  




  
  




VI
Urban Geography and Urban Policy



13
Housing


  
  Introduction

  The first of our two policy topics is redlining. While redlining itself is a housing topic, or maybe even a housing finance topic, redlining’s impact reaches far beyond housing into numerous other aspects of city life. Influencing where the most favorable housing lending was offered influenced who could and could not live in particular areas of cities. That influenced neighborhoods, and neighborhood economies. It influenced that generation’s ability to build wealth and subsequently intergenerational wealth. It sparked a pattern of investment vs. disinvestment that is still, in many cities, visible today.

  Readings

  We have two readings to complete. The first one provides some history. It’s important because as students interested in cities you’ve probably heard of redlining, but maybe don’t know its actual history.  The Ugly History of Redlining: A Federal Policy ‘Full of Evil’ is available through CSU’s Electronic Course Reserve.

  The second reading, The Lasting Legacy of Redlining brings contemporary data together with the redlining maps for a variety of cities. Try not to get hung up on specific details of specific cities, but rather, focus on the larger lessons that emerge out of this multi-city analysis.
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Transportation


  
  Introduction

  Our second policy topic is transportation. Transportation is inherently spatial, and of critical importance in Urban Geography. Because cities are characterized by segregated land uses, transportation is how we overcome the friction of distance and travel between those spatially separated land uses. How do we get from home to work and back? How do we get to shopping areas, to visit friends and relatives? To church or the doctor? How about school? Thinking more broadly, how do get from city to city? From downtown to the suburbs, or between suburbs. These latter answers likely involve highways. Our focus of this module is on highways and the long-lasting spatial implications of the Interstate Highway System.

  Readings

  We’ll start with a short overview of the interstate highway system. Then we’ll turn to an article that focuses on the implications of the highway system: How Interstate Highways Gutted Communities – and Reinforced Segregation. Finally, we’ll turn to a local example of the fight against freeways — this occurred in Shaker Heights: The Clark Freeway Fight Offered a Lesson on What it Takes to Protect a Neighborhood.

  




  
  




VII
Looking Forward



15
What does our urban geographic future look like?


  
  Introduction

  Near the start of the course, when we were reading and thinking about urban geographic history, we reflected upon the prominent forces that had shaped cities over the last 50 years (Actually, the 50 years prior to 2000). In this final module of the course, we’ll take some time to look ahead into the future.

  Reading

  From the American Metropolis at Century’s End article, please read the section “The 10 most likely influences on the American metropolis for the next 50 years,” starting on page 207.
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